
CONFERENCE AGENDA 
THE 2020 UNCF/MELLON PROGRAMS VIRTUAL CONFERENCE  

OCTOBER 11 AND 18, 2020 
 

SCHOLARS TRANSFORMING VIRTUAL MENTORING AND TEACHING 
 

 
OCTOBER 11, 2020 
3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.    WELCOME AND CHECK-IN   

Cynthia Neal Spence, Ph.D., Director 
Shanna Benjamin, Ph.D., Senior Programs Consultant 
Ada Jackson, Senior Administrative Assistant 

 
 
3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.    MENTORING MATTERS    

Lauren Eldridge, Ph.D. 
Spelman College MMUF Fellow - 2010 
Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology 
Washington University in St. Louis 
 
Medeva Ghee, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Leadership Alliance 
 
Cynthia Neal Spence, Ph.D. 
Director 
UNCF/Mellon Programs 
 
Vincent Willis, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Interdisciplinary Social 
Sciences in New College, University of Alabama 
 
 

        
4:15 p.m. – 5:00p.m.  OPEN: ONLINE PEDAGOGIES FOR EDUCATORS NOW   
     Katherin Garland, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Education 
Santa Fe College  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
SCHOLARS INTERROGATING AND TRANSFORMING NATIONAL DISCOURSE 

 
OCTOBER 18, 2020 
3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.    REVIEW OF PROGRAM INITIATIVES 
 
3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.    FACULTY PRESENTATIONS 
 
4:15 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.    RACE AND THE ACADEMY LECTURE SERIES LAUNCH 

Interrogating Executive Order on Combatting Race and Sex 
Stereotyping 
 
Erica Edwards, Ph.D. 
Spelman College MMUF Fellow – 1999 
Associate Professor of English 
Presidential Term Chair in 
African American Literature 
Rutgers University 
 
Derrick R. Spires, Ph.D. 
Tougaloo College MMUF Fellow - 2004 
Associate Professor of English 
Cornell University  

 
Courtney Thompson, Ph.D. 
Hampton University MMUF Fellow - 2000   
Associate Professor of American Studies  
and Women's and Gender Studies 
The University of the South  
 
 
 


