
Conference Agenda 
 

THE 2021 UNCF/MELLON PROGRAMS VIRTUAL CONFERENCE  
 

OCTOBER 8-9, 2021 
 

Celebrating Mentorship and Scholarship 
 
 

The 2021 UNCF/Mellon Programs Conference will be held virtually. Please join using the following link: 
 

https://spelman.zoom.us/j/7675792906?pwd=cmpRdlN2MmE3MkxicVRud25GOSt5QT09 
Meeting ID: 767 579 2906 

Passcode: 555611 
 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2021 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5:00-5:45 pm  |  UNCF/Mellon Programs Coordinators’ Happy Hour  

(Attendance is Optional) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6:00-6:15 pm  |  MMUF Welcome  

 Armando Bengochea, Ph.D., Senior Program Officer and Director of the Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship 
Program 

 Renee Johnson-Thornton, Ph.D., Senior Program Associate and Associate Director of the Mellon Mays 
Undergraduate Fellowship Program 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6:15-7:00 pm  |  Welcome and Conference Opening  

 Cynthia Neal Spence, Ph.D., Programs Director 
 Gabrielle Wallen, Programs Coordinator 
 Ada Jackson, Senior Administrative Assistant 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7:00-8:00 p.m.  |  Mentoring Matters    

 Andrew Douglas, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Mentor, Professor of Political Science, Morehouse College 
 Jared Loggins, Ph.D., (MMUF ’15, Morehouse College), Visiting Assistant Professor of Black Studies and Political 

Science, Amherst College 

Please click on the link below to access a copy of Prophet of Discontent, the book co-authored by Andrew Douglas, 
Ph.D. and Jared Loggins, Ph.D. 
https://ugapress.manifoldapp.org/projects/prophet-of-discontent 

        
 
 

  

https://spelman.zoom.us/j/7675792906?pwd=cmpRdlN2MmE3MkxicVRud25GOSt5QT09
https://ugapress.manifoldapp.org/projects/prophet-of-discontent


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2021 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9:30-10:30 a.m.  |  Mentoring Matters     

 Beatrice Adams, Ph.D., (MMUF ’12, Fisk University), Assistant Professor of African American History, College of 
Wooster 

 Khadeidra Billingsley, Ph.D., (MMUF ’14, Clark Atlanta University), Lead Instructor & Assistant Director of the 
Writing Center, The University of Alabama 

 Deborwah Faulk, Ph.D., (MMUF ’14, Spelman College), Assistant Professor of Sociology, James Madison 
University 

 Alexia Williams, Ph.D., (MMUF ’12, Spelman College), Assistant Professor of Religion and African American 
Studies, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 

Co-Leaders: 

 Lauren Eldridge, Ph.D., (MMUF ’10, Spelman College), Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology, Washington 
University, St. Louis 

 Vincent Willis, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Interdisciplinary Social Sciences in New College, University of 
Alabama 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10:30-11:00 a.m.  |  Break      

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  |  Ph.D. Panel   
 

 Ariana Brazier, Ph.D., (MMUF ’16, Spelman College), Vice President of Products & Storytelling, Daymaker 
 Marla Goins, Ph.D., (MMUF ’10, Johnson C. Smith University), Visiting Assistant Professor of Africana Studies, 

The College of Wooster 
 Christine Slaughter, Ph.D., (MMUF ’15, Spelman College), Joint Fellow of the Department of Politics and the 

Center for the Study of Democratic Politics, Princeton University & Assistant Professor of Political Science, Boston 
University 

 
Facilitator: 
 
 Anita Winfrey Thompson, Ph.D., (MMUF ’99, Paine College), Instructor of Sociology, Athens Technical College 

& Instructor of Sociology, The University of Georgia 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12:15-1:30 p.m.  |  UNCF/Mellon Fellows: Thought Leaders in the Academy Roundtable 
 

 Banah Ghadbian, Ph.D., (MMUF ’15, Spelman College), Scholar-Activist 
 Grace Sanders Johnson, Ph.D., (MMUF ’05, Spelman College), Assistant Professor of Africana Studies, 

University of Pennsylvania  
 Mahaliah Little, Ph.D., (MMUF ’13, Spelman College), Postdoctoral Fellow at the Carter G. Woodson Institute, 

University of Virginia and Assistant Professor of Gender and Sexuality Studies, University of California, Irvine 
 Trimiko Melancon, Ph.D., (MMUF ’99, Xavier University), Professor, Department of African American and 

African Studies, Michigan State University 
 Ayanna Spencer, Ph.D. (MMUF ’15, Spelman College), Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Women's Gender 

and Sexuality Studies, University of Connecticut 
 



Conveners: 

 Cynthia Neal Spence, Ph.D., Programs Director 
 Beverly Guy Sheftall, Ph.D., Anna Julia Cooper Professor of Women’s Studies and Director of the Women’s 

Research and Resource Center, Spelman College 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1:30-2:00 p.m.  |  Closing and Debriefing 
 

 Cynthia Neal Spence, Ph.D., Programs Director 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2:00 p.m.  |  Adjournment 

 


