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UNCF/Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Gender Distribution
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UNCF/Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Discipline Distribution
2023-2025 (Juniors) & 2022-2024 (Seniors)
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Undergraduate Research Experiences- Summer 2023

Name Institution Summer Research Location

Bell, Calvin Morehouse College Participated in the Leadership Alliance- Summer Research Early Identification Program (SR-EIP) at Harvard University

Daley, Aniyah Spelman College
Á Attend PIKSI Rock (Philosophy in an Inclusive Key Summer Institute) at Penn State University
Á Visited prospective graduate schools- Georgetown, UC Berkeley and UC San Diego

Evans, Brier Xavier University of Louisiana Traveled to Brazil to continue research on the cross-cultural manifestations of Colorism on a global scale

Farmer, Brooklynn Fisk University
Á Participated in the Mellon -Mays Undergraduate Fellowship Writing, Research Training Program at the University of 

California Los Angeles
Á Traveled to Ghana to conduct research on cultural dance

Grasty, Neil Morehouse College
Á!ÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ Ȱ"ÌÁÃË 0ÏÒÔÒÁÉÔÕÒÅɏÓɐ %ÎÄÕÒÉÎÇ "ÌÁÃËÎÅÓÓȡ ! $ÅÃÁÄÅ ÏÆ "ÌÁÃË 0ÏÒÔÒÁÉÔÕÒÅɏÓɐȡ 0ÁÒÉÓ άΪΫέ-άΪάέȱ 
Á Purchased research materials

Henry, Michael Morehouse College
Á Participated in the Summer Research Training Program (STRP) at the University of Chicago
Á Worked with the Institute for Recruitment of Teachers (IRT) 
Á Took two credit bearing courses at the University of Chicago 

Jones, Katherine Xavier University of Louisiana
Á Participated in the Moore Undergraduate Research Apprentice Program (MURAP)
Á Traveled to Brazil to present at a Conference

Kaba, Oumou Clark Atlanta University Collected significant data and documented stories related to her research on school pushout



Name Institution Summer Research Location

Kincade, Monica Fisk University
Á Conducted research in the Fisk University Special Collections and Archives as a Smithsonian Robert F. Smith Intern 
Á Purchased GRE Prep materials and visited New York University and Howard University
Á Attended the African American Museums Conference

Mojica, Isaiah Morehouse College
Á Worked with Professor Illya Davis (Morehouse College) as a teaching assistant for his online summer courses
Á Prepared for the GRE

Payne, Kourtney Spelman College
Á Participated in the Brazil Cultural Study Abroad Program
Á Purchased texts related to her research

Ryans, Horace Morehouse College
Á Visited prospective graduate institutions
Á Purchased materials related to his research

Scott, Nadia Spelman College
Á Attended the Black Portraiture conference in Paris
Á Interned at the Andrews-Humphry Family Foundation
Á Visited prospective graduate schools
Á Purchased materials related to her research

Thomas, Noah Claflin University
Á Conducted research at the Johns Island Preservation Field School
Á Purchased books and materials for his research
Á Visited the archives in the Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture in Charleston, SC

West, Anna Fisk University
Á Participated in the Writers in New York Summer Program
Á Visited a prospective graduate school institution- The University of California at San Diego

Undergraduate Research Experiences- Summer 2023



2023 Graduate School Destinations (Ph.D.)

Elizabeth Gowans (Spelman College) 

University of Connecticut, Ph.D. in History (Fall 2024)

Caleb Strickland (Morehouse College) 

Emory University, Ph.D. in Sociology



άΪάέ 'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ $ÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ-ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓɊ

Kambria Cook (Claf lin University)

Arizona State University, Master of Music in Vocal Performance

Margaret Daramola (Hampton University)

Harvard University, Masters in Theological Studies

Paige Hawkins (Clark Atlanta University)

Georgia State University, Masters in Africana Studies

Xavier Hawkins (Hampton University)

Louisiana State University, MFA in Creative Writing

Connor Joseph (Fisk University)

The University of Kansas, Masters in Museum Studies



άΪάέ 'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ $ÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ-ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓɊ

George Pratt (Morehouse College)

Oxford University, MPhil in Theology -Christian Ethics

Chaunece Reed (Fisk University)

Pennsylvania State University, Masters in English

Macy Thames (Spelman College) 

Columbia University, Masters in Anthropology

Otiana Thompson (Claf lin University)

The University of Virginia, Masters in History

Arielle Wiggins (Claf lin University)

Rutgers University, Masters in History



THE PH.D.S



Newly Minted Ph.D.s!

Reelaviolette Botts -Ward, Ph.D.

Undergraduate Institution: Spelman College 

Graduate Institution: University of California, 
Berkeley

Current Placement: Postdoctoral Fellow, 
REPAIR Project, University of California, San 

Francisco

Samanda Robinson, Ph.D.

Undergraduate Institution: Fisk University

Graduate Institution: Johns Hopkins 
University

Current Placement: Mellon Postdoctoral 
Fellow, URSCA, Johns Hopkins Universityand 

Adjunct Professor in the English and 
Language Arts Department, Morgan State 

University

Gary Slack, Jr., Ph.D. 

Undergraduate Institution: Dillard University

Graduate Institution:  Cornell University 

Current Placement:  Post-Doctoral Fellow -
African American Literature, Loloya

University Maryland



Newly Minted Ph.D.s!

Brooke Thomas, Ph.D.
Undergraduate Institution: Spelman College 

Graduate Institution: Rutgers State University

Current Placement: Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Richards Center, 
Pennsylvania State University

Shatavia Wynn, Ph.D. 
Undergraduate Institution: Claflin University

Graduate Institution:  Vanderbilt University 

Current Placement:  Assistant Professor, Department of Religious 
Studies and Africana Studies, Rhodes University



MMUF Ph.D.s/UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s

MMUF Ph.D.s
1146

UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s
159

14%

MMUF Ph.D.s UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s



Post-Baccalaureate Activities

213
(30%)

491
(70%)

.ÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 5ÎÄÅÒÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ &ÅÌÌÏ×Ó 7ÈÏ 2ÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ "ÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅȡ αΪή

Fellows Who Entered Ph.D. Programs After Receiving the Bachelor's Degree

Fellows Who Entered Professional or Master's Degree Programs or Who Did Not Enter Graduate School After Receiving the Bachelor's Degree







Ph.D. Completion Rate

159

54

Number of Fellows Who Entered Doctoral Degree Programs: 213

Fellows Who Have Completed the Doctoral Degree Fellows Enrolled in Doctoral Degree Programs



Ph.D. Undergraduate Institutions
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Ph.D. Job Titles
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Ph.D. Placements
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Institutions Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s Teach

Institution State

American University DC

Amherst College MA

Athens Technical College GA

Atlanta Metropolitan State College GA

Auburn University AL

Augusta Technical College GA

Benjamin Franklin Cummings Institute of Technology (Franklin Cummings Tech) MA

Borough of Manhattan Community College NY

Boston University MA

Brooklyn Friends School NY

Brown University RI

Bryn Mawr School MD

Butler University IN



Institution State

College of Charleston SC

College of William & Mary VA

College of Wooster OH

Cornell University NY

Dartmouth College NH

Denison University OH

Drexel University PA

Duke University NC

Emory University GA

Florida State University FL

George Mason University VA

Georgetown University DC

Institutions Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s Teach



Institutions Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s Teach

Institution State

Georgia State University, Perimeter College GA

Hampton University VA

Howard University DC

Illinois College IL

Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis IN

Jackson Public Schools MS

Jackson State University MS

Jacksonville State University AL

Johns Hopkins University MD

Kennesaw State University GA

Loloya University IL

McDaniel College MD

McGill University Toronto



Institutions Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s Teach

Institution State

Medgar Evers College NY

Michigan State University MI

Morehouse College GA

Mt. Holyoke College MA

North Carolina A&T State University NC

North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics NC

Northeastern Illinois University IL

Occidental College CA

Ohio State University OH

Oklahoma State University OK

Pennsylvania State University PA

Princeton High School NJ



Institutions Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s Teach

Institution State

Queen's College NY

Ramapo College of New Jersey NJ

Rhodes College TN

Rutgers University NJ

Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School VA

San Jacinto College TX

Seattle Pacific University WA

Sewanee the University of the South TN

Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville IL

Southern New Hampshire University NH

Spelman College GA

3ÔȢ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ TX

St. Joseph's University PA



Institutions Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.sTeach

Institution State

Stanford University CA

Tallahassee Community College FL

Tennessee State University TN

Texas A&M University TX

The College of the Holy Cross MA

The University of Oklahoma OK

Union Presbyterian Seminary VA

University of California, Berkeley & Princeton University CA

University of California, Irvine CA

University of California, San Francisco CA

University of Central Florida FL

University of Central Missouri MO

University of Colorado CO



Institutions Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.sTeach

Institution State

University of Dayton OH

University of Delaware DE

University of Georgia Louise McBee Institute of Higher Education GA

University of Illinois IL

University of Kentucky KY

University of Maryland MD

University of Massachusetts, Amherst MA

University of Memphis TN

University of Minnesota Medical School MN

University of Nevada-Las Vegas NV

University of North Carolina, Wilmington NC

University of North Carolina-Asheville NC



Institutions Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.sTeach
Institution State

University of Oregon School of Law OR

University of Pennsylvania PA

University of Pittsburgh Katz Graduate School of Business PA

University of Richmond VA

University of San Diego CA

Ursinus College PA

Wake Forest University NC

Warner Pacific University OR

Washington College MD

Washington University in St. Louis MO

Williams College MA

Xavier University LA

Yale University CT



Institutions Where Two or More UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.sTeach
American University

ɆAlexandrea Rich, Ph.D., Professorial Lecturer of Sociology

ɆJhacova Williams, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration and Policy

BostonUniversity

ɆSaida Grundy, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Sociology and African American Studies

ɆShively Jackson-Smith, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of New Testament
ɆChristine Slaughter, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Political Science

College of Wooster

ɆBeatrice Adams, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of African American History

ɆAlysha Griffin, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of English
ɆCourtney Thompson, Ph.D., Chair and Associate Professor of Africana Studies

Howard University

ɆMelanee Harvey, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Art History, Department of Art in the Chadwick A. Boseman College of Fine Arts

ɆKim Lewis, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Research, Graduate Programs, and Natural Sciences & Professor of Physics and Astronomy
ɆMichael Ralph, Ph.D., Chair and Cameron Schrier Professor of Afro-American Studies

ɆKenton Rambsy, Ph.D., Associate Professor of African American Literature

Morehouse College

ɆTanya Clark, Ph.D., Senior Assistant Professor, Department of English
ɆWorth Hayes, Ph.D., Avalon Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences, Associate Professor of History and Africana Studies



Institutions Where Two or More UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.sTeach

Mt. Holyoke College

ɆPatricia Banks, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology

ɆMeredith Coleman -Tobias, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Religion
ɆChristine Slaughter, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Political Science

Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville

ɆJessica Harris, Ph.D., Vice Chancellor for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion;  Associate Professor of Historical Studies

ɆHoward Rambsy, Ph.D., Distinguished Research Professor of Literature

Spelman College

ɆBanah Ghadbian , Ph.D., !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ ÏÆ #ÏÍÐÁÒÁÔÉÖÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ 

ɆNafeesa Muhammad, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of History
ɆAnisah .Õȭ-ÁÎ, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Mathematics

ɆJoycelyn Wilson, M.A., Senior Mathematics Instructor

University of Delaware 

ɆJessica Edwards, Ph.D., Associate Professor of English

ɆDerrick Spires, Ph.D., Cochran Scholar and Associate Professor of English 



Institutions Where Two or More UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.sTeach

University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign

ɆIrvin Hunt, Ph.D., Helen Corley Petit Associate Professor of English and African American Studies

ɆCandice Jenkins, Ph.D., Head of African American Studies and Professor of African American Studies and English
ɆAlexia Williams, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Religion, African American Studies and Women & Gender in Global Perspectives

University of Maryland

ɆMelvette Davis, Ph.D., Instructor of English and Academic Advisor

ɆJulius Fleming, Jr., Ph.D., Associate Professor of English
ɆBriana Barner , Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Communication

Wake Forest University

ɆShanna Benjamin, Ph.D., Professor of African American Studies

ɆRian Bowie, Ph.D., Associate Teaching Professor



Ph.D.s Who Have Earned Tenure
Patricia Banks, Ph.D.

Professor of Sociology, Mount Holyoke College

Kimya Barden, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Urban Community Studies and Interim Nontraditional Degree Programs Director, Northeastern Illinois University

RoSusan Bartee, Ph.D.

Chair and Professor, Department of Educational Leadership and Higher Education, University of Central Florida

Shanna Greene Benjamin, Ph.D.

Professor of African American Studies, Wake Forest University

Rian Bowie, Ph.D. 

Associate Teaching Professor, Department of English, Wake Forest University

Jericho Brown, Ph.D.

2020 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry Winner; Charles Howard Candler Professor of English and Creative Writing; Director, Creative Writ ing Program, Emory 
University

Takkara Brunson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of History, Texas A&M University



Ph.D.s Who Have Earned Tenure
Sabine Cadeau, Ph.D.

Associate Professor in Latin American and Caribbean History, McGill University

David Cort, Ph.D.

Professor and Associate Chair, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts Amherst

(Keisha) Natanya Duncan, Ph.D.

Director of Africana Studies at Queens College City University of New York and Associate Professor of History

Jennifer Eaglin, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Environmental History and Sustainability, Ohio State University

Kalenda Eaton, Ph.D.

Associate Professor in The Clara Luper Department of African and African American Studies and Director of Oklahoma Research for the Black 
Homesteader Project, University of Oklahoma 

Jessica Edwards, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, University of Delaware

Erica Edwards, Ph.D.

Professor of English and African American Studies, Yale University

Julius Fleming, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of English, University of Maryland



Ph.D.s Who Have Earned Tenure
James Ford, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English and Black Studies & Co-Chair, Black Studies, Occidental College

Alisha Gaines, Ph.D.

Timothy Gannon Associate Professor of English, Florida State University

Ernest Gibson, Ph.D.

Associate Professor & Director of Africana Studies, Auburn University

Keith Green, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, Rutgers University

Saida Grundy, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Sociology and African American Studies, Boston University

Paul Harper, Ph.D.

Clinical Associate Professor of Business Administration, University of Pittsburgh Katz Graduate School of Business

Jessica Harris, Ph.D.

Vice Chancellor for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion;  Associate Professor of Historical Studies, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Melanee Harvey, Ph.D

Associate Professor of Art History, Department of Art in the Chadwick A. Boseman College of Fine Arts, Howard University 



Ph.D.s Who Have Earned Tenure
Worth Kamili Hayes, Ph.D. 

Avalon Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences, Associate Professor of History and Africana Studies, Morehouse College

Irvin Hunt, Ph.D.

Helen Corley Petit Associate Professor of English and African American Studies, University of Illinois

Candice Love Jackson, Ph.D.

Visiting Associate Professor of English, Jackson State University

V. Denise James, Ph.D.

Associate Professor; Associate Dean for Assessment and Program Review, University of Dayton

Candice Jenkins, Ph.D.

Head of African American Studies and Professor of African American Studies and English, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign

Grace Sanders Johnson, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Africana Studies, University of Pennsylvania

Alisha Coleman Knight, Ph.D.

Professor of English and American Studies, Washington College

Kim Lewis, Ph.D.

Associate Dean for Research, Graduate Programs, and Natural Sciences & Professor of Physics and Astronomy, Howard University



Ph.D.s Who Have Earned Tenure
Valerie Matthews, Ph.D.

Professor of English and Interim Associate Department Chair, Georgia State University, Perimeter College

Trimiko Melancon, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of African American and African Studies, Michigan State University

Ladrica Menson -Furr, Ph.D.

Associate Professor and Director of the African and African American Studies Program, Assistant Dean of College of Arts and Sciences, The University of 
Memphis

Renee Moore, Ph.D.

Research Professor & Director of theBiostatistics Scientific Collaboration Center (BSC), and Director of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion for the Department 
of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Drexel University

Shona Morgan, Ph.D.

Interim Associate Dean for Research and Operations and Professor, North Carolina A&T State University

Mendi Obadike , Ph.D.

Professor, Department of Performance and Media Arts, Cornell University

Michael Ralph, Ph.D.

Chair and Cameron Schrier Professor of Afro-American Studies, Howard University



Ph.D.s Who Have Earned Tenure
Howard Rambsy, Ph.D.

Distinguished Research Professor of Literature, Southern Illinois University ɀEdwardsville 

Kenton Rambsy, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of African American, Howard University

Jill Tolliver Richardson, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, Borough of Manhattan Community College, CUNY

Derrick Spires, Ph.D.

Cochran Scholar and Associate Professor of English, University of Delaware

Courtney Thompson, Ph.D. 

Chair and Associate Professor of Africana Studies, College of Wooster

Walter Tillman, Ph.D.

Vice President; Chief of Staff & Associate Professor of Education, Hampton University

Deidre Wheaton, Ph.D.

Interim Department Chair of Educational, Multicultural, and Exceptional Studies & Associate Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies, Jackson State 
University

Stefan Wheelock, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, George Mason University



Ph.D.sWho Have Earned Tenure
Gabriel Williams, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Atmospheric Physics, College of Charleston

Brian Yates, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of History and African American Studies, St. Joseph's University



Ph.D.sWho Have Attained Full Professorship

!ÎÇÅÌÁ "ÁÎËÓȟ *Ȣ$Ȣ ɉ 3ÐÅÌÍÁÎ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȬγίɊ

Vice Dean and Charles J. Merriam Distinguished Professor of Law, Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law, Arizona State University

0ÁÔÒÉÃÉÁ "ÁÎËÓȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ3ÐÅÌÍÁÎ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭγβɊ 

Professor of Sociology, Mt. Holyoke College

RoSusan Bartee, Ph.D. ( Tougaloo #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȬγαɊ  

Chair and Professor, Department of Educational Leadership and Higher Education, University of Central Florida

Shanna G. Benjamin , Ph.D . ɉ*ÏÈÎÓÏÎ #Ȣ 3ÍÉÔÈ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ #ȬγήɊ

Professor of African American Studies, Wake Forest University

*ÅÒÉÃÈÏ "ÒÏ×Îȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ$ÉÌÌÁÒÄ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ #ȬγβɊ 

2020 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry Winner; Charles Howard Candler Professor of English and Creative Writing; Director, Creative Writ ing Program, 
Emory University

$ÁÖÉÄ #ÏÒÔȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ/ÁË×ÏÏÄ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ #ȭγγɊ

Professor and Associate Chair, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

%ÒÉÃÁ %Ä×ÁÒÄÓȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ3ÐÅÌÍÁÎ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭγγɊ

Professor of English and African American Studies, Yale University



Ph.D.sWho Have Attained Full Professorship

#ÁÎÄÉÃÅ *ÅÎËÉÎÓȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ3ÐÅÌÍÁÎ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭγΰɊ

Head of African American Studies and Professor of African American Studies and English, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign

!ÌÉÓÈÁ +ÎÉÇÈÔȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ3ÐÅÌÍÁÎ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȬγέɊ

Inaugural Associate Provost for Diversity and Inclusion and Senior Equity Officer and Professor of English and American Studies

+ÉÍ ,Å×ÉÓȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣȟ ɉ$ÉÌÌÁÒÄ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ #ȬγβɊ 

Associate Dean for Research, Graduate Programs and Natural Sciences & Professor of Physics and Astronomy, Howard University

Valerie Matthews, Ph.D., ( Tougaloo #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȬγάɊ 

Professor of English and Interim Associate Department Chair, Georgia State University, Perimeter College

Trimiko -ÅÌÁÎÃÏÎȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ8ÁÖÉÅÒ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ #ȬγγɊ

Professor, Department of African American and African Studies, Michigan State University 

2ÅÎÅÅ -ÏÏÒÅȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ"ÅÎÎÅÔÔ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȬγγɊ

Research Professor & Director of theBiostatistics Scientific Collaboration Center (BSC), and Director of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion for 
the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Drexel University

3ÈÏÎÁ -ÏÒÇÁÎȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ3ÐÅÌÍÁÎ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭγίɊ

Interim Associate Dean for Research and Operations and Professor, North Carolina A&T State University



Ph.D.sWho Have Attained Full Professorship

Mendi Obadike ȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ3ÐÅÌÍÁÎ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭγίɊ

Professor, Department of Performance and Media Arts, Cornell University

-ÉÃÈÁÅÌ 2ÁÌÐÈȟ 0ÈȢ$Ȣ ɉ-ÏÒÒÉÓ "ÒÏ×Î #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭΪΪɊ

Chair and Cameron Schrier Professor of Afro-American Studies, Howard University

Howard Rambsy, II Ph.D., ( Tougaloo #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȬγγɊ 

Distinguished Research Professor of Literature, Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville 



UNCF/Mellon Scholars in Higher Education 
Administrative Positions

Shonda Allen, Ph.D. 

Associate Director, 
Interdisciplinary Center for 

Nanotoxicity

Jackson State University

Aisha Francis -
Samuels, Ph.D.

President and CEO 

Benjamin Franklin 
Cummings Institute of 
Technology (Franklin 

Cummings Tech)

Jessica Harris, Ph.D. 

Vice Chancellor for Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion;  
Associate Professor of 

Historical Studies 

Southern Illinois 
University, Edwardsville

Kristen Hodge -Clark, 
Ph.D. 

Senior Assistant Dean, 
Program Planning

Georgetown University



UNCF/Mellon Scholars in Higher Education 
Administrative Positions

V. Denise James, 
Ph.D.

Associate Professor; 
Associate Dean for 

Assessment and Program 
Review, College of Arts and 

Sciences

University of Dayton

Brian Johnson, Ph.D. 

President

Warner Pacific University

Alisha Knight, Ph.D. 
Inaugural Associate Provost 
for Diversity and Inclusion 
and Senior Equity Officer 
and Professor of English 
and American Studies

Washington College

Kim Lewis, Ph.D.

Associate Dean for 
Research, Graduate 

Programs, and Natural 
Sciences & Professor of 
Physics and Astronomy

Howard University



UNCF/Mellon Scholars in Higher Education 
Administrative Positions

Ladrica Menson -Furr, 
Ph.D.

Associate Professor and 
Director of the African and 
African American Studies 

Program, Assistant Dean of 
College of Arts and 

Sciences

The University of Memphis

Renee Moore, Ph.D. 
Research Professor & 

Director of the Biostatistics 
Scientific Collaboration 

Center(BSC), and Director 
of Diversity, Equity & 

Inclusion for 
the Department of 
Epidemiology and 

Biostatistics

Drexel University

Shona Morgan, Ph.D. 
Interim Associate Dean for 
Research and Operations 

and Professor

North Carolina A&T State 
University

Samaiyah Jones Scott, 
Ph.D. 

Dean of Student 
Development and 

Enrollment Management

North Carolina A&T State 
University



UNCF/Mellon Scholars in Higher Education 
Administrative Positions

Calandra Moorman Stringer, 
Ph.D. 

Provost/Vice President of Academic 
Affairs

Tallahassee Community College

Ashley Strong - Green, Ph.D. 

Director of Academic Planning and 
Assessment

Augusta University

Walter Tillman, Jr., Ph.D. 

Vice President; Chief of Staff & 
Associate Professor of Education

Hampton University



THE FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT 
PROGRAMS

ɆFaculty Seminar

ɆFaculty Residency Program

ɆTeaching and Learning Institutes

ɆJunior Faculty Development Fund

ɆFirst Book Institute



FACULTY SEMINAR



Faculty Seminar Program

The Faculty Seminar  provides UNCF faculty at UNCF member colleges and universities with an 
opportunity to enhance their teaching and/or scholarship in a domestic or international setting. 

International Seminar Sites:  

×  Goree Island, Dakar, Senegal (2002-2004)

× Accra and Kumasi, Ghana (2005-2007)

× Cape Town, South Africa (2008-2009)

× Salvador, Bahia (2011-2013)

× France (Nantes- 2015;  Paris- 2016)

× Portugal and Spain (2018)

Domestic Seminar Sites:

× Atlanta, GA (2010, 2017, 2019, 2022)

× Albuquerque, NM (2014)

Virtual

× 2021



Upcoming International Faculty Seminar!

Comparative Carnival Through the Diasporic Lens: Power, Performance, and Play

June 11-25, 2024

Brazil

Facilitator: 

Kim Vaz-DeVille, Ph.D., 

Professor of Education,Division of Education and Counseling, Xavier University of Louisiana



FACULTY RESIDENCY



Domestic Summer Faculty Residency:

Up to $10,000.00 per award

The International Summer Faculty Residency:

Up to $18,000.00 per award

Semester Faculty Residency Award:

Up to $40,000.00 per award

Housing Allowance: Up to $6,500. 00
Faculty completing a semester residency away from the city of their home institution 
may request a housing allowance, not to exceed $6,500.00, to support housing costs in 
the residency location. 

The Faculty Residency Program
provides an opportunity for
selected UNCF faculty members
to take up to a semester away
from their home institutions to
complete or begin a scholarly
project.

The Faculty Residency Program



Partnerships and Faculty Residency Sites

The American Council for Learned Societies

The National Humanities Center 

ɆThe Center for the Study of Race, Politics and Culture

ɆThe Pozen Center for Human Rights 
ɆThe Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality

The University of Chicago (through three of their institutional centers):

$ÕËÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ 2ÁÃÅȟ %ÔÈÎÉÃÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅÓ

%ÍÏÒÙ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ *ÁÍÅÓ 7ÅÌÄÏÎ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÆÏÒ !ÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ )ÎÔÅÒÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÁÒÙ 3ÔÕÄÙ

W. E. B. DuBois Research Institute at the Hutchins Center, Harvard University

The University of the Western Cape in South Africa

The Steve Biko Institute in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil.



Potential New Partnership

The Africa Institute 

Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

The Africa Institute is an interdisciplinary academic
researchinstitute dedicated to the study, researchand
documentation of Africa, its peopleand its cultures; its
complex past, present and future ; and its manifold
connectionswith the wider world .

The overall vision of The Africa Institute is of a globally
oriented institution of research,documentation, study
and teaching of Africa and its diaspora, in the
humanities and socialsciences.

https://www.theafricainstitute.org/

https://www.theafricainstitute.org/


The 2023 UNCF/Mellon Faculty Residency Program 
Award Recipients

ɆResidency Period: Spring 2024

ɆLocation: National Humanities Center

Moon Charania, Ph.D.

Spelman College

ɆResidency Period: Spring 2024

ɆLocation: W. E. B. DuBois Research Institute at the Hutchins Center, 
Harvard University

Charity Clay, Ph.D.

Xavier University of Louisiana

ɆResidency Period: Spring 2024

ɆLocation: James Weldon Johnson Institutefor the Study of Race 
and Difference

Gertrude Gonzalez de Allen, Ph.D.

Spelman College

ɆResidency Period: Fall 2023

ɆLocation: National Humanities Center
Natasha Howard, Ph.D. 

Morehouse College



The 2023 UNCF/Mellon Faculty Residency Program 
Award Recipients

ɆResidency Period: Fall 2023

ɆLocation: National Humanities Center

Karima Jeffrey -Legette, Ph.D.

Hampton University

ɆResidency Period: Summer 2023

ɆLocation: York, Canada

Tamanisha John, Ph.D.

Clark Atlanta University

ɆResidency Period: Spring 2024

ɆLocation: Puerto Rico

Anastasia Valecce, Ph.D.

Spelman College



TEACHING AND 
LEARNING 
INSTITUTES



Teaching and Learning Institutes

Teaching and Learning Institutes create opportunities for UNCF faculty to come 
together through workshops, seminars and/or mini conferences to share 
strategies, scholarship and best practices that help to strengthen the teaching 
and learning environment. 

Grants will be determined on a case -by-case basis with the maximum award of 
$30,000



2023 Teaching and Learning Institute

Claflin University
Publishing 200: How To Sustain Publications For HBCU Humanities Faculty Members 

In A Post Covid-19 Era

July 11-13, 2023

Attended by Faculty at the Following UNCF Institutions:

Allen 
University

Claflin 
University

Miles 
College

Morehouse 
College

Morris 
College

Rust 
College

Shaw 
University

Stillman 
College



JUNIOR FACULTY 
DEVELOPMENT 
FUND



Junior Faculty Development Fund

The Junior Faculty Development Grant provides a limited number of course release and faculty 
support grants to faculty teaching at UNCF and Mellon affiliated institutions .  

This grant is to be used to support a faculty member receiving release time from one course per 
ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 
agenda. 

Preference is given to MMUF or UNCF newly minted Ph.D.s who have chosen to teach within the 
UNCF consortium of institutions

Up to $5,000 will be awarded



2023 Faculty Development Fund Award Recipients

Scott Challener , Ph.D. 

Hampton University

Fernando Esquivel -Suarez, Ph.D. 

Spelman College

Banah Ghadbian , Ph.D. 

Spelman College

Gertrude James Gonzalez de Allen, Ph.D. 

Spelman College

Alaine Hutson, Ph.D. 

Huston-Tillotson University

Nathalie Frédéric Pierre, Ph.D. 

Howard University

Rosetta Ross, Ph.D. 

Spelman College



FIRST BOOK 
INSTITUTE



UNCF/Mellon Programs First Book Institute

The 2023 UNCF/Mellon 
Programs First Book 

Institute

January 12-15, 2023

The Westin Buckhead 
Atlanta Hotel

The UNCF/Mellon First Book Institute seeks to help 
tenured and tenure-track faculty at UNCF and 
Mellon affiliated institutions prepare a proposal, 
secure a book contract, and publish their first 
book. Preference will be given to faculty teaching at 
UNCF/Mellon Institutions. 

While peer-reviewed articles are a key part of 
knowledge dissemination, monographs allow 
scholars to immerse themselves in a theoretical or 
conceptual framework, develop a theme across a 
book-length study, and contribute to shelves of 
knowledge for learners to reference across time.

This institute takes into account the unique needs of 
HBCU faculty to demystify the path from concept to 
completed project.



UNCF/Mellon Programs First Book Institute- Faculty 
Participants

Name Title Institution

Callejas, Denise N. Assistant Professor of Spanish and 
Portuguese

Morehouse College

Challener, Scott Assistant Professor of English and ChairHampton University

Gonzalez de Allen, Gertrude James Associate Professor of Philosophy Spelman College

Gutierrez, Leslie Clement Assistant Professor of Spanish and Co-
Director for the Center for Languages, 
Rhetoric, and Cultures

Johnson C. Smith University

Pierre, Nathalie Frédéric Assistant Professor, History Howard University

St Julien, Danielle E. Assistant Professor of History Xavier University of Louisiana

Vaz-Deville, Kim Professor of Education Xavier University of Louisiana

Webb-Binder, Bernida Assistant Professor, Art History & 
Curatorial Studies

Spelman College



UNCF/Mellon Programs First Book Institute- Faculty 
Mentors

Name Title Institution

Belle, Kathryn Independent Scholar

Brimmer, Brandi Morehead-Cain Alumni Associate 
Professor

University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill

Byrd, Brandon Associate Professor of History Vanderbilt University

Fleming, Julius
(UNCF/Mellon Ph.D., Tougaloo#ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭΪγɊ

Associate Professor of English and 
Director, English Honors Program

University of Maryland, College Park

McKinney, Charles Neville Frierson Bryan Chair of Africana 
Studies and Associate Professor of 
History

Rhodes College

Rambsy, Howard
(UNCF/Mellon Ph.D., Tougaloo#ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭγγɊ

Professor of Literature Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Spires, Derrick
(UNCF/Mellon Ph.D., Tougaloo#ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ #ȭΪήɊ

Cochran Scholar and Associate Professor 
of English

University of Delaware



OUTCOMES



2023 Faculty Career Enhancement Outcomes
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Research for a Monograph

Lesson Plan

Ethnographic Data Collection

Essay

Digital Archive

Book Proposal

Book Chapter

Art Catalogue/Exhibition

Article



2020-2023 Faculty Career Enhancement Outcomes
Research for Monograph , 1 New Programs , 1

New Courses, 8

Monographs , 1

Lesson Plan , 1

Ethnographic Data Collection , 1

Essays, 3

Enhanced Knowledge , 5

Digital Exhibition , 1

Digital Archive , 1

Curricular/ Course Enhancement , 11
Cluster Publications , 1

Chapters , 4

Books in Progress , 2

Books , 3

Book Proposals , 1

Book Manuscripts , 4

Articles , 12

Art Catalogue/Exhibition , 1



Karima Jeffrey -Legette, Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Hampton University

Outcome:  One Book, Two Articles, Four Enhanced Courses

Ȱ4ÈÅÓÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÁÌÕÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÍÅ 
ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÅÎÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ (ÁÍÐÔÏÎ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȢȱ

Barbara Combs, Ph.D.

Professor, Kennesaw State University (formerly Clark 
Atlanta University)

Outcome: One Book

Ȱ) ÁÍ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌÌÙ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 
UNCF Mellon during my seven years at CAU. I believe in the 
×ÏÒË ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ) 
ÃÁÎȢȱ

Mona Lisa Saloy, Ph.D.

Professor, Dillard University

Outcome: One Book, Enhanced Knowledge of a Particular 
Topic

Ȱ7ÏÕÌÄ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅ Ǫ ÌÏÖÅ ÂÒÅÁË ÆÒÏÍ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÉÓÈ 
another book; thank YOU for all you do us. You brought me 
ÔÏ ÈÅÒÅȟ ÍÙ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓȦȱ

A Sampling of the Outcomes from the 2020-2023 
Faculty Career Enhancement Awards



A Sampling of the Outcomes from the 2020-2023 Faculty 
Career Enhancement Awards

Celeste Lee, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Spelman College

Outcomes: One published article, One article in progress

0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȡ Ȱ"ÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÒ &ÒÁÍÅÓ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÒÂÌÉÎÄ )ÄÅÏÌÏÇÙȡ 4ÈÅÏÒÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ )ÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÒÂÌÉÎÄ 2ÁÃÉÓÍ ÏÎ "ÌÁÃË -ÉÌÌÅÎniaÌÓȭ 2ÁÃÉÁÌ 6ÉÅ×ÓȢȱ 0ÈÙÌÏÎ

Rebecca Kumar, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Spelman College

Outcomes: One article in progress, one book chapter in progress, one new course, Enhanced Knowledge of a Particular Topic

New Course: "Queer and Trans* Cinema" (offered at Spelman during 2021-2022) 

Ȱ4ÈÅ &ÁÃÕÌÔÙ #ÁÒÅÅÒ %ÎÈÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÁÌÕÁÂÌÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ ÂÙȡ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÊÕÎÉÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÎior professors to the most relevant 
scholarship today, providing time away from teaching to complete articles and manuscripts, and offering support and mentorship at every turn. Each enhancement 

ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÅÄÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÅÒÇÉÚÉÎÇȢȱ

Jontyle Robinson, Ph.D. 

Curator and Assistant Professor, Tuskegee University 

/ÕÔÃÏÍÅȡ $ÉÇÉÔÁÌ 6ÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ϋγγΰ %ØÈÉÂÉÔ Ȱ"ÅÁÒÉÎÇ 7ÉÔÎÅÓÓȡ #ÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ 7ÏÒËÓ ÂÙ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 7ÏÍÅÎ !ÒÔÉÓÔÓȟȱ Ƞ  5ÐÃÏmin g Exhibition and Catalogue called 
Ȱ2ÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ "ÅÁÒÉÎÇ 7ÉÔÎÅÓÓȱ ÆÏÒ άΪάΰȢ

Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÇÒÁÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÔÈÉÓ &ÁÃÕÌÔÙ 2ÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÙ !×ÁÒÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ (ÕÍÁÎÉÔÉÅÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒȱ



PUBLICATIONS



A Sample of Publications - UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s and Faculty Career 
Enhancement Program Participants 



A Sample of Publications - UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s and Faculty Career 
Enhancement Program Participants 



A Sample of Publications - UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s and Faculty Career 
Enhancement Program Participants 



A Sample of Publications - UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s and Faculty Career 
Enhancement Program Participants 


