Agenda

THE 2024 UNCF/MELLON PROGRAMS CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 3-5, 2024

THE WESTIN BUCKHEAD ATLANTA HOTEL
3391 Peachtree Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30326

Preparing Scholars to Transform the Academy in a Time of Rapid Social and Technological Change

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2024

12:00 pm-4:00 pm | Buckhead Pre-Function- Lobby Level

Conference Registration

1:00 pm-3:30 pm | Woodruff Room- Lobby Level
Pre-Conference Luncheon and Workshop for All Mentors and Coordinators

= Cynthia Neal Spence, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Programs Director; Founding Director, Spelman College Social
Justice Fellows Program; Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Spelman College

* Lauren Eldridge Stewart, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C'10, Spelman College), Co-Director of the Summer
Institute; Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology, Washington University in St. Louis

* Vincent Willis, Ph.D., Co-Director of the Summer Institute; Associate Professor of Interdisciplinary Social
Sciences in New College, University of Alabama

4:30 pm-6:00 pm | Buckhead Pre-Function- Lobby Level

Conference Cocktail Reception

6:00 pm-7:00 pm | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

Conference Opening: Preparing Scholars to Transform the Academy in a Time of Rapid Social and
Technological Change

Welcome and Greetings

= Cynthia Neal Spence, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Programs Director; Social Justice Scholars Program Director;
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Spelman College

= Armando Bengochea, Ph.D., Senior Program Officer for Higher Learning and Director of Mellon Mays
Undergraduate Fellowship (MMUF), The Mellon Foundation

7:00 pm-8:00 pm | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level
Opening Plenary: Race and the 2024 Elections: What the Past Can Teach Us About the Present

* Andra Gillespie, Ph.D., Director, James Weldon Johnson Institute for the Study of Race and Difference;
Associate Professor of Political Science, Emory University



8:00 pm-10:00 pm | Mezzanine Pre-Function- 3™ Floor

Conference Reception

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2024

8:00 am | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

Breakfast

8:30 am-10:00 am | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

Breakfast Plenary: Black Social Thought in Times of Rapid Political and Technological Change

Hashim Gibrill, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Dr. Mack Henry Jones Department of Political Science; Global
Policy Coordinator, The W.E.B. Du Bois Southern Center for Studies in Public Policy, Clark Atlanta University
Joseph Jones, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Political Science; Executive Director, The W.E.B. Du Bois
Southern Center for Studies in Public Policy, Clark Atlanta University

Nafeesa Muhammad, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C'o7, Spelman College), Assistant Professor of History,
Spelman College

Kurt Young, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Chair, Dr. Mack Henry Jones Department of Political Science,
Clark Atlanta University

Moderator: Vicki Crawford, Ph.D., Professor and Endowed Chair in Civil and Human Rights; Director,
Morehouse College Martin Luther King Jr. Collection, Morehouse College

10:00 am-11:30 am | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

Scholars Transforming the Academy: Ph.D. Panel

Brenton Boyd, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C18, Hampton University), Assistant Professor of Black Studies,
University of Tampa

Endia Hayes, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C17, Spelman College), 2024-2025 Thurgood Marshall Postdoctoral
Fellow in the Department of African and African American Studies, Dartmouth College

Kimya Loder, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C18, Spelman College), Assistant Professor in the School of History
and Sociology, Georgia Institute of Technology

Da’Von Boyd, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C'17, Morehouse College), Gaius Charles Bolin Fellow, Williams College

Convener: Donna Akiba Sullivan Harper, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Advisory Board Member; Professor Emerita,
Spelman College

11:30 am-12:15 pm | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

The UNCF/Mellon Ph.D. Effect

Howard Rambsy, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C'99, Tougaloo College), Distinguished Research Professor,
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Kenton Rambsy, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C10, Morehouse College), Associate Professor of English & Data
Analytics, Howard University



Convener: Renee Johnson-Thornton, Ph.D., Senior Program Associate for the Higher Learning Program;
Associate Director of Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship (MMUF), The Mellon Foundation

12:15 pm-1:30 pm | Woodruff Room- Lobby Level

Luncheon Plenary: Scholars Transforming the Academy: Undergraduate Fellows and Mentors in
Conversation

=  W. Miranda Freeman, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Mentor & Coordinator; Dean of Humanities; Associate
Professor of English; Tougaloo College
* Jaiden Joseph (Tougaloo College, C’25), UNCF/Mellon Undergraduate Fellow

e LaTanya Rogers, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C'97, Washington University in St. Louis), UNCF/Mellon
Mentor; Associate Professor of Literature & Drama; Director of the Honors Program, Fisk University
e Mpya Jennings (Fisk University, C'26), UNCF/Mellon Undergraduate Fellow

e Patricia Ventura, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Mentor; Professor of English, Spelman College
e Sasha Jason (Spelman College, C’'25), UNCF/Mellon Undergraduate Fellow

Moderator: Vincent Willis, Ph.D., Co-Director of the Summer Institute; Associate Professor of Interdisciplinary
Social Sciences in New College, University of Alabama

1:30 pm-2:45 pm | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level
Faculty Career Enhancement Programs Updates- The Faculty Development Award

= Georgene Bess Montgomery, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Department of English and Modern Languages,
Clark Atlanta University

» Scott Challener, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Coordinator; Interim Dean, Graduate College; Associate Professor of
English, Hampton University

* LaTanya Rogers, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C’97, Washington University in St. Louis), UNCF/Mellon
Mentor; Associate Professor of Literature & Drama; Director of the Honors Program, Fisk University

= Patricia Ventura, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Mentor; Professor of English, Spelman College

Convener: Cynthia Neal Spence, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Programs Director; Founding Director, Spelman College
Social Justice Fellows Program; Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Spelman College

2:45 pm-3:00 pm | Buckhead Pre-Function- Lobby Level

Break

3:00 pm-4:15 pm | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

Faculty Career Enhancement Programs Updates- The Faculty Residency Award

= Charity Clay, Ph.D., Visiting Professor of African American History, Rhodes College
Faculty Residency Site: W.E.B. DuBois Research Institute at the Hutchins Center, Harvard University
(Spring 2024)

* Gertrude Gonzalez de Allen, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Philosophy, Spelman College
Faculty Residency Site: James Weldon Johnson Institute for Advanced Interdisciplinary
Study (Spring 2024)

= Amy King, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of English, Tuskegee University
Faculty Residency Site: National Humanities Center (Summer 2024)



* Anastasia Valecce, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Hispanic Studies, Spelman College
Faculty Residency Site: Puerto Rico (Spring 2024)

Convener: Beverly Guy Sheftall, Ph.D., UNCF/Mellon Advisory Board Member; Anna Julia Cooper Professor
of Women’s Studies; Founding Director of the Women’s Research and Resource Center, Spelman College

415 pm-5:00 pm | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

Assessing our Progress and Planning for the Future: Evaluating the Faculty Career Enhancement Programs

6:00 pm

Dinner on your own



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2024

8:00 am | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

Breakfast

8:30 am-10:00 am | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level
Breakfast Plenary: Scholars Transforming the Canon in a Time of Rapid Change

* Julius Fleming, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow C'09, Tougaloo College), Associate Professor of English,
Washington University in St. Louis

» Karima K. Jeffrey-Legette, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow C'94, Swarthmore College), Associate Professor,
Department of English and Foreign Languages, Hampton University

Moderator: Shanna Benjamin, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow C’94, Johnson C. Smith University), Coordinator, The
UNCEF/Mellon First Book Institute; UNCF/Mellon Advisory Board Member; Professor of African American Studies,
Wake Forest University

10:15 am-11:45 am | West Paces, East Paces and Tuxedo- Fourth Floor, Conference Level

Concurrent Workshops:

BREAKOUT ONE: West Paces- Fourth Floor, Conference Level
Digital Humanities: Curating Black Archives

Facilitators:
= Ayesha Hardison, Ph.D., Associate Professor of English; Director of History of Black Writing, Indiana
University

» Ashley Simmons, Doctoral Candidate, Department of English, University of Kansas

* Doretha Williams, Ph.D., (MMUF Fellow, C'98, Fisk University), Center Director, The Center for the
Digitization and Curation of African American History (Smith Center) National Museum of African
American History and Culture, Smithsonian Institution

Moderator: Cocoa Williams, Ph.D., Lecturer in the English Department, Spelman College

*k*%

BREAKOUT TWO: East Paces- Fourth Floor, Conference Level
Power, Performance and Play: Carnival Through the Afro-Diasporic Lens
Facilitators:
* Adanna Jones, Ph.D., 2024 Teaching and Learning Institute Co-Coordinator; Assistant Professor of
Dance and Dance Studies, Bowdoin College
= Cathy Thomas, Ph.D., 2024 Teaching and Learning Institute Co-Coordinator; Assistant Professor
English, University of California, Santa Barbara
» Kim Vaz-Deville, Ph.D., 2024 Teaching and Learning Institute Co-Coordinator; Professor of Education,
Division of Education and Counseling, Xavier University of Louisiana

11:45 am-12:00 pm

Break




12:00 pm-1:30 pm
Repeat of Workshops:

BREAKOUT ONE: West Paces- Fourth Floor, Conference Level
Digital Humanities: Curating Black Archives

BREAKOUT TWO: East Paces- Fourth Floor, Conference Level
Power, Performance and Play: Carnival Through the Afro-Diasporic Lens

New Workshop:
BREAKOUT THREE: Tuxedo- Fourth Floor, Conference Level
Al Education Across Humanities

Co-Facilitators:
= Ivis Renee King, Ph.D., Deputy Director, Atlanta University Center Data Science Initiative; Assistant
Professor of Social Work, Clark Atlanta University
» Talitha Washington, Ph.D., Director, Atlanta University Center Data Science Initiative; Professor of
Mathematics, Clark Atlanta University

1:30 pm-2:30 pm | Buckhead Ballroom- Lobby Level

Closing Lunch and Debriefing

2:30 pm

Adjournment
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