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THE 2026 UNCF/MELLON UNDERGRADUATE

COHORT AT THE SUMMER INSTITUTE
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UNCF/MELLON UNDERGRADUATE FELLOWS
GENDER DISTRIBUTION
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UNCF/MELLON UNDERGRADUATE FELLOWS
DISCIPLINE DISTRIBUTION -
JUNIORS (2026-2028) & SENIORS (2025-2027)
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UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH EXPERIENCES-
SUMMER 2026

NAME INSTITUTION SUMMER RESEARCH LOCATION/ ACTIVITY
Bethany Benjamin Spelman College »  Purchased research and GRE Prep materials
» Conducted independent research on Black women writers using digital
archives
Myah Burt Claflin University = Participated in the Summer Research Training Program at the University
of Chicago

» Conducted archival research
»  Purchased research materials

Zayvion Cannady Huston-Tillotson University = Served as a Teaching Fellow with Breakthrough Houston

Gabrielle Cassell Spelman College » Participated in the Yale Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship
(SURF) through the Leadership Alliance
» Conducted archival research at the Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture
= Participated in the Emory Laney Graduate School SOAR Program

Zya Fleming Huston-Tillotson University » Purchased research materials
= Conducted independent research on Marxism and the Black Liberation
Movement




UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH EXPERIENCES-
SUMMER 2026

Theodore Fowler Morehouse College » Studied abroad in Oaxaca, Mexico
» Participated in Philosophy in an Inclusive Key
Summer Institute (PISKI)
» Purchased research materials

Amara Frazier-Conner Fisk University » Purchased research materials to support research in ethnomusicology and
Black pianism
» Conducted research at the Tennessee State Library, Jefferson Street
Sound Museum, and National Museum of African American Music
=  Served as a Student Apprentice at the Fisk University Special Collections
and Archives Center

Ja'lyn Jones Xavier University of Louisiana = Traveled to Kliptown, South Africa and participated in community-focused
work
» Conducted independent research on the musical legacy of Mississippi
» Purchased research materials

Ayanna Lonon Spelman College » Purchased research materials
» Participated in the Mellon Mays Undergraduate Summer Research
Program at UCLA
» Visited the Fowler Museum and Hammer Museum, learning about
museum curation and educational pathways in museum studies
» Conducted fieldwork at the Los Angeles Public Library
» Conducted genealogical research




UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH EXPERIENCES-
SUMMER 2026

NAME INSTITUTION SUMMER RESEARCH LOCATION/ ACTIVITY
Adrianna Morton Spelman College » Participated in the Institute for the Recruitment of Teachers (IRT) fellowship
program

= Engagedin GRE prep

Shalaina Rice Hampton University = Participated in the Moore Undergraduate Research Apprenticeship
Program (MURAP) at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Annie Angel Ware Spelman College » Purchased research materials
» Conducted independent research on Black feminist thought, sexuality,
pleasure, embodiment and liberation

William Wasson Morehouse College » Conducted independent research on the relationship between
Afrofuturism and Afro-Latinidad
»  Visited the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture in Harlem to
support archival and historical research

Qaela Williams Claflin University » Conducted independent research on Toni Morrison, with a deeper focus
on Black girlhood
» Purchased research materials




GRADUATE SCHOOL
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2026 GRADUATE SCHOOL DESTINATIONS
(PH.D.)

Kade Davis

Rice University

Sociology

A'Nyah Williams
University of California, Irvine

English

Linden Young

University of Pittsburgh
Philosophy




2026 GRADUATE SCHOOL DESTINATIONS
(MASTERS)

Jaycob Beasley

Howard University

Political Science

Jackson Buckner

Harvard Divinity School
Theological Studies with a focus on Islamic Studies and Arabic

Whitney Cooper

Liberty University

Ethnomusicology




2026 GRADUATE SCHOOL DESTINATIONS
(MASTERS)

Aden DeJute

University of New Orleans
Creative Writing (MFA)

Caris Green

Hugh Hodgson School of Music at the University of Georgia
Ethnomusicology

Tre'Von Henderson

Columbia University
Public Health




2026 GRADUATE SCHOOL DESTINATIONS
(MASTERS)




2026 GRADUATE SCHOOL DESTINATIONS
(MASTERS)




THE PH.D.S




NEWLY MINTED PH.D.S

Anna Flood, Ph.D.

Undergraduate Institution: Fisk
University

Graduate Institution: University of
llinois, Urbana Champaign

Current Placement: Executive
Coordinator for Development, Fisk
University




NEWLY MINTED PH.D.S

Carileigh Jones, Ph.D.

Undergraduate Institution: Hampton
University

Graduate Institution: University of
llinois, Urbana Champaign

Current Placement: Instructor,
Salisbury University




NEWLY MINTED PH.D.S

Bria Paige, Ph.D.

Undergraduate Institution: Spelman
College

Graduate Institution: Rutgers State
University

Current Placement: Thurgood Marshall
Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of
African and African American Studies,
Dartmouth College




NEWLY MINTED PH.D.S

Ryan Russell, Ph.D.

Undergraduate Institution:
Morehouse College

Graduate Institution: University of
Virginia

Current Placement: Independent
Scholar




MMUF PH.D.S/UNCF/MELLON PH.D.S

178
(13%)

UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s MMUF Ph.D.s




POST-BACCALAUREATE ACTIVITIES

Number of Undergraduate Fellows Who Received the Bachelor's Degree: 766

229
(30%)

Fellows Who Entered Ph.D. Programs After Receiving the Bachelor's Degree- 229

m Fellows Who Entered Professional or Master's Degree Programs or Who Did Not Enter Graduate School After Receiving
the Bachelor's Degree -537




178 PH.D.S!




‘Beatrice Adams
Angela Addae
Shonda Allen

Patricia Banks

Ximya Barden
Leah Barlow
Briana Barner
Joy Barnes-Johnson
RoSusan Bartee
Jasmine Benjamin
Shanna Benjamin
Tatiana Benjamin
Christiana Ares-Christian
Khadeidra Billingsley
Xavier Bonner
Reelaviolette Botts-Ward
Rian Bowie

Brenton Boyd

Da"Von Boyd
Ariana Brazier
Kimberly Broughton
Jericho Brown
Lawrence Brown
Takkara Brunson
Lina Buffington
Sabine Cadeau
Jamall Calloway
Morgan Clark
Tanya Clark
Quin'Nita Cobbins-Modica
Meredith Coleman-Tobias
Jonathan Collins
David Cort
Kaylina Madison Crawley

Mack Curry IV
LaRose Davis
Melvette Davis
Natanya Duncan
Jennifer Eaglin
Kalenda Eaton
Jessica Edwards
Erica Edwards
Brandon Erby
Deborwah Faulk
Courtnee Fenner
Jauhara Ferguson
Danica Tisdale Fisher
Julius Fleming, Jr.
Anna Flood
Clinton Fluker
James Ford

Aisha Francis-Samuels
Jonathan Freeman
Alisha Gaines
Banah Ghadbian
Frnest Gibson
Marla Goins
Megan Gonzalez
Keith Green
XKim Green
Alysha Griffin
Shayla griffin
Fareeda McClinton Griffith
Saida Grundy
Iyanna Hamby
FEvelyn Hamilton
Joy Harden Bradford
Paul Harper

Jessica Harris
Micaela Harris
Melanee Harvey
Marcus Harvey
Endia Hayes
Worth Hayes
Tamara Haywood
Micheal Hicks
Joy Hightower
David Hill
XKristen Hodge-Clark
Tanya Huelett
Irvin Hunt
Candice Love Jackson
Indvya Jackson
Ngoneh Jallow




Vera Denise James
Candice Jenkins
Brian Johnson
Chelsea Johnson
Grace Sanders Johnson
Kamauru Johanson
Selah Johnson
Carileigh Jones
Brothely Jones
Calista Kelly
Alisha Xnight
Lisa Lakes
Marcus Lee
Kim Lewis
Krista Lewis-Johnson
Mahaliah Little
Lakisha Lockhart
XKimya Loder
Jared Loggins

Patricia Lott

Kimberly Love

Aqueasha Martin-Hammond

Valerie Matthews
Alexis Mavfield
Chaunda McDavis
Jarvis McInnis
Christina McIntosh
Trimiko Melancon
Shaeeda Mensah
Ladrica Menson-Furr
Lewis Miles
Kari Mcgriff Miller
Calandra Tate Moore
Hassan Moore
Renee Moore

Dominique Morgan

Shona Davidson Morgan

Nafeesa Muhammad

Spencer Nabors
Keturah Nix
Shayla Nolen

Anisah Nu'Man

Mendi Obadike

Antonio Oliver

Bria Paige
Tiffany Pennamon
Mudiwa Pettus
Meredith Evans Raiford
Michael Ralph
Kenton Rambsy
Howard Rambsy
Corey Reed
Alexandrea Rich
Sandra Richardson
Candice Robinson
Samanda Robinson

Ryan Russell

Samaiyah Jones Scott
Darius Scott
Hadiya Sewer
Jameliah Shorter-Bourhanou
Gary Slack
Christine Slaughter
Shively Jackson Smith
Stephany Spaulding
Suzette Spencer
Avyanna Spencer Maddox
Derrick Spires
Frederick Staidum Jr.
Lauren Eldridge Stewart
Samecia Minter Stokes
Calandra Moorman Stringer
Ashley Strong-Green
Dionne Pratt Swift
Brooke Thomas
Roderick Thomas

Jeffery Thomas
Courtney Thompson
‘Walter T. Tillman, Jr.
Jill Toliver Richardson
Brandy Thomas Wells
Natalio Wheatley
Deidre Wheaton
Stefan Wheelock
Alexia Williams
Jhacova Williams
Krystal Williams
Gabriel Williams
Doretha Williams
Anita Winfrey Thompson
Shatavia Wynn
Brittney Yancy
Brian Yates

Lisa Young




PH.D. COMPLETION RATE

Number of Fellows Who Entered Doctoral Degree Programs: 229

S

m Fellows Who Have Completed the Docoral Degree Fellows Enrolled in Doctoral Degree Programs
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PH.D. JOB TITLES
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Other Postdoctoral President
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Academy




POSTDOCTORAL POSITIONS
Brothely Jones, Ph.D.

Biology Postdoctoral Research Fellow

National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS)

Lewis Miles, Ph.D.

Presidential Postdoctoral Fellow

University of California, San Diego

Shayla Nolen, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellowship, School of Public Health

Yale University

Bria Paige, Ph.D.
Thurgood Marshall Postdoctoral Fellow

Dartmouth University




States Where UNCF/Mellon Ph.D.s Teach

| States Where Ph.D.s
Teach

| No Ph.D.s Teach in
These States

Created with mapchart.net



INSTITUTIONS WHERE UNCF/MELLON

PH.D.S TEACH

Institution

American University
Amherst College

Athens Technical College
Auburn University

Borough of Manhattan Community College
Boston University

Bryn Mawr School

Butler University

Claremont McKenna College
College of Charleston
College of William & Mary
College of Wooster

Columbia University, Teacher's College

State
DC
MA
GA
AL
NY

MA
MD

CA
SC
VA
OH
NY




INSTITUTIONS WHERE UNCF/MELLON

PH.D.S TEACH

Institution

Cornell University

Davidson College

Delaware State University
Drexel University

Duke University

Emory University

George Mason University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Georgia State University, Perimeter College
Howard University

llinois College

Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis

State




INSTITUTIONS WHERE UNCF/MELLON
PH.D.S TEACH

Institution State
Jackson State University MS
Jacksonville State University AL
Lane College TN
Lincoln University of Pennsylvania PA
Loyola University Chicago IL
Loyola University Maryland MD
McDaniel College MD
McGill University QC
Medgar Evers College NY
Michigan State University Ml
Morehouse College GA
Mt. Holyoke College MA

North Carolina A&T State University NC




INSTITUTIONS WHERE UNCF/MELLON

PH.D.S TEACH

Institution

Northeastern lllinois University
Occidental College

Ohio State University
Oklahoma State University
Paine College

Princeton High School
Princeton University

Queens College

Ramapo College of New Jersey
Rutgers University

Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School
Salisbury University

San Jacinto College

State

CA
OH
OK
GA
NJ
NJ
NY
NJ
NJ
VA
MD
X




INSTITUTIONS WHERE UNCF/MELLON

PH.D.S TEACH

Institution

Southern lllinois University, Edwardsville
Spelman College

St. Joseph's University

Teach Now

Texas A&M University

The Lovett School

University of Oklahoma

Union Presbyterian Seminary
University of Alabama

University of California, Santa Cruz
University of Dayton

University of Delaware

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

State

GA
PA
DC

X

GA
OK
VA
AL

CA
OH
DE




INSTITUTIONS WHERE UNCF/MELLON

PH.D.S TEACH

Institution

University of Kentucky

University of Maryland

University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of Memphis

University of Minnesota Medical School
University of Nevada-Las Vegas
University of Oregon School of Law
University of Pennsylvania

University of Pittsburgh Katz Graduate School of Business
University of Richmond

University of Tampa

University of Tennessee, Knoxville

University of Texas, San Antonio

State
KY
MD
MA
TN
MN
NV
OR
PA
PA
VA
FL
TN
X




INSTITUTIONS WHERE UNCF/MELLON
PH.D.S TEACH

Institution State
University of Virginia VA
University of Wisconsin-Madison Wi
Ursinus College PA
Wake Forest University NC
Washington and Lee University VA
Washington University in St. Louis MO
Westside High School X
Xavier University OH

Yale University CT




INSTITUTIONS WHERE TWO OR MORE
UNCF/MELLON PH.D.S TEACH

Alexandrea Rich, Ph.D., Adjunct Professorial Lecturer of Sociology

« Jhacova Williams, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Department of Public Administration and Policy

« Saida Grundy, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Sociology and African American Studies
« Shively Jackson-Smith, Ph.D., Associate Professor of New Testament Studies

 Christine Slaughter, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Political Science

« Da'Von Boyd, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Government and Africana Studies

« Suzette Spencer, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of English and Africana Studies




INSTITUTIONS WHERE TWO OR MORE
UNCF/MELLON PH.D.S TEACH

« Jamall Calloway, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Theology and Religious Studies

« Spencer Nabors, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Philosophy

« Melanee Harvey, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Art History
« Kim Lewis, Ph.D., Vice President of Research & Chief Research Officer; Professor of Physics
* Michael Ralph, Ph.D., Chair and Cameron Schrier Professor of Afro-American Studies

« Kenton Rambsy, Ph.D., Associate Professor of African American Literature

 Shonda Allen, Ph.D., Associate Director, ICN

« Deidre Wheaton, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Education and Human Development; Associate Professor of
Interdisciplinary Studies; Interim Director of the School of Lifelong Learning




INSTITUTIONS WHERE TWO OR MORE
UNCF/MELLON PH.D.S TEACH

« Samanda Robinson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of African American Literature

 Tiffany Pennamon, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of African American Literature

Sabine Cadeau, Ph.D., Associate Professor in Latin American and Caribbean History

Darius Scott, Ph.D., Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography

Tanya Clark, Ph.D., Senior Assistant Professor (NTT), in the Humanities, Social Sciences, Media, and Arts Division

\SNOét'h Hayes, Ph.D., Avalon Humanities and Social Sciences Endowed Chair; Associate Professor of History and Africana
tudies




INSTITUTIONS WHERE TWO OR MORE
UNCF/MELLON PH.D.S TEACH

Patricia Banks, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology

Meredith Coleman-Tobias, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Religion and Betty Shabazz Spiritual Director

Leah Barlow, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of African-American Studies and Coordinator of African-American Studies

Shona Davidson Morgan, Ph.D., Interim Associate Dean for Research and Operations and Professor

Beatrice Adams, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of History
Ariana Brazier, Ph.D., Scholar-Activist in Residence (Contract), Department of African American Studies

Marcus Lee, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, African American Studies




INSTITUTIONS WHERE TWO OR MORE
UNCF/MELLON PH.D.S TEACH

Jessica Harris, Ph.D., Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief of Staff

Howard Rambsy, Ph.D., Distinguished Research Professor of Literature

Kiandra Johnson, MS, Senior Instructor of Mathematics
Mahaliah Little, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Women's Studies and Black Queer and Sexuality Studies
Nafeesa Muhammad, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of History

Anisah Nu'Man, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Mathematics

Jessica Edwards, Ph.D., Professor of English
Derrick Spires, Ph.D., Associate Professor of English




INSTITUTIONS WHERE TWO OR MORE
UNCF/MELLON PH.D.S TEACH

Irvin Hunt, Ph.D., Interim Special Advisor to the Chancellor for Arts Integration; Associate Professor of English and African
American Studies & Dean's Fellow in Inclusive Excellence for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; Conrad Humanities
Scholar

Candice Jenkins, Ph.D., Head of African American Studies and Professor of African American Studies and English

Alexia Williams, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Religion and African American Studies & Co-Director of Graduate Studies in
Religion

Briana Barner, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Communication

Melvette Davis, Ph.D., Lecturer of English and Academic Advisor

Ladrica Menson-Furr, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Director of the African and African American Studies Program, Assistant
Dean of College of Arts and Sciences

Jameliah Shorter-Bourhanou, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Philosophy




INSTITUTIONS WHERE TWO OR MORE
UNCF/MELLON PH.D.S TEACH

Shanna Benjamin, Ph.D., Reynolds Professor of African American Studies

Rian Bowie, Ph.D., Associate Teaching Professor

Julius Fleming, Jr., Ph.D., Associate Professor of English

Lauren Eldridge Stewart, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology

Erica Edwards, Ph.D., Professor of English and Black Studies
Shayla Nolen, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow, School of Public Health




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

p
Patricia Banks, Ph.D.

Professor of Sociology, Mount Holyoke College

\
-~
Kimya Barden, Ph.D.
Professor of Urban Community Studies and Nontraditional Degree Programs Director, Northeastern Illinois University

A
p-
RoSusan Bartee, Ph.D.
Dean of the Whitlowe R. Green College of Education, Prairie View A&M University

-
Shanna Greene Benjamin, Ph.D.

Reynolds Professor of African American Studies, Wake Forest University
0

' Jericho Brown, Ph.D.

2020 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry Winner; Charles Howard Candler Professor of English and Creative Writing; Director,
Creative Writing Program, Emory University

/

Takkara Brunson, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History, Texas A&M University




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

Sabine Cadeau, Ph.D.
Associate Professor in Latin American and Caribbean History, McGill University

Meredith Coleman Tobias, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Religion and Betty Shabazz Spiritual Director, Mt. Holyoke College

David Cort, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts Amherst

Natanya Duncan, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of History & Director of Africana Studies, Queens College-City University of New York

Jennifer Eaglin, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Environmental History and Sustainability, Ohio State University

Kalenda Eaton, Ph.D.

Associate Dean & Professor in The Clara Luper Department of African and African American Studies at the University
of Oklahoma and Director of Oklahoma Research for the Black Homesteader Project, University of Oklahoma




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

Jessica Edwards, Ph.D.
Professor of English, University of Delaware

Erica Edwards, Ph.D.
Professor of English and Black Studies, Yale University

Julius Fleming, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of English, Washington University in St. Louis

James Ford, Ph.D.
Professor, English and Black Studies & Mary Jane Hewitt Department Chair in Black Studies, Occidental College

Alisha Gaines, Ph.D.
Timothy Gannon Associate Professor of English, Florida State University

Ernest Gibson, Ph.D.
Associate Professor & Director of Africana Studies, Auburn University




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

Keith Green, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English & Director of the Africana Studies Program, Rutgers University
A\

p-
Fareeda McClinton Griffith, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for Academic and Student Success, Delaware State University

P
Saida Grundy, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Sociology and African American & Black Diaspora Studies, Boston University

"Paul Harper, Ph.D.

Clinical Associate Professor of Business Administration & Associate Dean for Inclusion, Engagement and International
Affairs, University of Pittsburgh Katz Graduate School of Business

Jessica Harris, Ph.D.
Vice Chancellor for Anti-racism, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

"Melanee Harvey, Ph.D

Associate Professor of Art History, Department of Art in the Chadwick A. Boseman College of Fine Arts, Howard
University




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

Worth Kamili Hayes, Ph.D.

Avalon Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences, Associate Professor of History and Africana Studies, Morehouse
College
A

Crvin Hunt, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English and African American Studies& Dean's Fellow in Inclusive Excellence for the College of
\Liberal Arts and Sciences; Conrad Humanities Scholar, University of lllinois

Candice Love Jackson, Ph.D.
Associate Provost; Associate Professor of English, Lane College

e ‘
Indya Jackson, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of African American Literature
\

V. Denise James, Ph.D.

Associate Professor; Associate Dean for Assessment, Program Review and Strategic Initiatives, University of Dayton

P

/

Candice Jenkins, Ph.D.

Head of African American Studies and Professor of African American Studies and English, University of lllinois




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

P
Grace Sanders Johnson, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Africana Studies, University of Pennsylvania
A

p
Alisha Coleman Knight, Ph.D.

Professor of English and American Studies, Washington College

@
(Kim Lewis, Ph.D.

Associate Dean for Research, Graduate Programs, and Natural Sciences & Professor of Physics and Astronomy, Howard
University
&

Lakisha Lockhart, Ph.D.

Associate Professor in Christian Education, Union Presbyterian Seminary
\

)
Patricia Lott, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, African American and Africana Studies, and American Studies, Ursinus College

g

| Aqueasha Martin-Hammond, Ph.D.

Associate Professor in the Human-Centered Computing Department, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

Valerie Matthews, Ph.D.

Professor of English and Interim Associate Department Chair, Georgia State University, Perimeter College
\

p
Jarvis Mclnnis, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, Duke University
A\

=
Trimiko Melancon, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of African American and African Studies, Michigan State University

\
e
Lad rica Menson-Furr, PhD

Associate Professor; Assistant Dean of College of Arts and Sciences, The University of Memphis
N

"Renee Moore, Ph.D.

Research Professor & Director of the Biostatistics Scientific Collaboration Center (BSC), and Director of Diversity, Equity
_&Inclusion for the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Drexel University

Shona Morgan, Ph.D.

Interim Associate Dean for Research and Operations and Professor, North Carolina A&T State University




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

Mendi Obadike, Ph.D.
\Professor, Department of Performance and Media Arts, Cornell University

-
Michael Ralph, Ph.D.
Chair and Cameron Schrier Professor of Afro-American Studies, Howard University

-
Howard Rambsy, Ph.D.
Distinguished Research Professor of Literature, Southern lllinois University - Edwardsville

p
Kenton Rambsy, Ph.D.

kAssociate Professor of African American, Howard University

Jill Tolliver Richardson, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, Borough of Manhattan Community College, CUNY
- /

/Shively Jackson Smith, Ph.D.

 Associate Professor of New Testament Studies, Boston University

4




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

Derrick Spires, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of English, University of Delaware

Frederick Staidum, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, Loyola University

Courtney Thompson, Ph.D.
Josephine Lincoln Morris Associate Professor of Africana Studies, College of Wooster

"Walter T. Tillman, Jr., Ph.D.

Provost, Executive Vice President for Academic Services and Professor of African American Studies and Education,
Paine College

Brandy Thomas Wells, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History, Oklahoma State University

"Deidre Wheaton, Ph.D.

Associate Dean, College of Education; Associate Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies & Interim Director of the School
_of Lifelong Learning, Jackson State University

_/




PH.D.S WHO HAVE EARNED TENURE

Stefan Wheelock, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English, George Mason University

p
Gabriel Williams, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Atmospheric Physics, College of Charleston
=

Krystal Williams, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Higher Education, Department of Educational Leadership and Policy Analysis, University of
Wisconsin- Madison |

- A
Brittney Yancy, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of History and African American Studies, lllinois College
A /

Brian Yates, Ph.D.
Professor and Director of American Studies Program, St. Joseph's University




PH.D.S WHO HAVE ATTAINED FULL
PROFESSORSHIP

Angela Banks, J.D. (Spelman College, C'95)

Vice Dean and Charles J. Merriam Distinguished Professor of Law, Sandra Day O'Connor College of
Law, Arizona State University

Patricia Banks, Ph.D. (Spelman College, C'98)
Professor of Sociology, Mt. Holyoke College

Kimya Barden, Ph.D. (Fisk University, C'01)

Professor of Urban Community Studies and Interim Nontraditional Degree Programs Director,
Northeastern lllinois University

RoSusan Bartee, Ph.D. (Tougaloo College, C'97)
Dean of the Whitlowe R. Green College of Education, Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU)




PH.D.S WHO HAVE ATTAINED FULL
PROFESSORSHIP

Shanna Benjamin, Ph.D. (Johnson C. Smith University C'94)
Reynolds Professor of African American Studies, Wake Forest University

Jericho Brown, Ph.D. (Dillard University, C'?8)

2020 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry Winner; 2024 MacArthur Genius Grant Fellowship Awardee; Charles
Howard Candler Professor of English and Creative Writing; Director, Creative Writing Program, Emory
University

David Cort, Ph.D. (Oakwood University, C'99)

Professor and Associate Chair, Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Kalenda Eaton, Ph.D. (Dillard University, C'99)

Professor in The Clara Luper Department of African and African American Studies at the University of
Oklahoma and Director of Oklahoma Research for the Black Homesteader Project, The University of
Oklahoma




PH.D.S WHO HAVE ATTAINED FULL
PROFESSORSHIP

Erica Edwards, Ph.D. (Spelman College, C'99)
Professor of English and African American Studies, Yale University

Jessica Edwards, Ph.D. (Spelman College, C'07)
Professor of English, University of Delaware

James Ford, Ph.D. (Morehouse College, C'03)

Professor, English and Black Studies & Mary Jane Hewitt Department Chair in Black Studies,
Occidental College

Candice Jenkins, Ph.D. (Spelman College, C'96)

Head of African American Studies and Professor of African American Studies and English, University
of Illinois at Urbana Champaign




PH.D.S WHO HAVE ATTAINED FULL
PROFESSORSHIP

Alisha Knight, Ph.D. (Spelman College, C'93)
Executive Director of Faculty Diversity, Johns Hopkins University

Kim Lewis, Ph.D., (Dillard University, C'98)

Associate Dean for Research, Graduate Programs and Natural Sciences & Professor of Physics and
Astronomy, Howard University

Valerie Matthews, Ph.D., (Tougaloo College, C'92)

Professor of English and Interim Associate Department Chair, Georgia State University, Perimeter
College

Trimiko Melancon, Ph.D. (Xavier University, C'99)
Professor, Department of African American and African Studies, Michigan State University




PH.D.S WHO HAVE ATTAINED FULL
PROFESSORSHIP

Renee Moore, Ph.D. (Bennett College, C'99)

Research Professor & Director of the Biostatistics Scientific Collaboration Center (BSC), and Director of
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion for the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Drexel University

Shona Morgan, Ph.D. (Spelman College, C'95)
Interim Associate Dean for Research and Operations and Professor, North Carolina A&T State University

Mendi Obadike, Ph.D. (Spelman College, C'95)

Professor, Department of Performance and Media Arts, Cornell University

Michael Ralph, Ph.D. (Morris Brown College, C'00)
Chair and Cameron Schrier Professor of Afro-American Studies, Howard University




PH.D.S WHO HAVE ATTAINED FULL
PROFESSORSHIP

Howard Rambsy, Il Ph.D., (Tougaloo College, C'99)

Distinguished Research Professor of Literature, Southern lllinois University - Edwardsville

Walter T. Tillman, Jr., Ph.D., (Dillard University, C'98)

Provost, Executive Vice President for Academic Services and Professor of African American Studies and
Education, Paine College

Brian Yates, Ph.D.. (Morehouse College, C'02)

Professor of History and African American Studies, St. Joseph's University




UNCF/MELLON SCHOLARS IN HIGHER
EDUCATION ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS
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UNCF/MELLON SCHOLARS IN HIGHER
EDUCATION ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS

Fareeda McClinton
Griffith, Ph.D.

Associate Provost for
Academic and Student
Success

Delaware State
University

Paul Harper, Ph.D.

Clinical Associate
Professor of Business
Administration &
Associate Dean for
Inclusion, Engagement
and International Affairs

University of Pittsburgh
Katz Graduate School of
Business

Jessica Harris, Ph.D.

Executive Vice
Chancellor and Chief of
Staff

Southern lllinois
University, Edwardsville

Kristen Hodge-Clark,
Ph.D.

Senior Assistant Dean,
Program Planning

Georgetown University
School of Continuing
Studies




UNCF/MELLON SCHOLARS IN HIGHER
EDUCATION ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS

Candice Love
Jackson, Ph.D.

Associate Provost &
Associate Professor of
English

Lane College

V. Denise James,
Ph.D.

Associate Dean for
Assessment, Program
Review and Strategic

Initiatives; Associate

Professor

University of Dayton

Brian Johnson, Ph.D.

Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating
Officer

Edward Waters
University

Alisha Knight, Ph.D.

Acting Chief Diversity
Officer and Special
Advisor to the Executive
Vice Provost

Johns Hopkins
University
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THE FACULTY CAREER
ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAMS

« FACULTY SEMINAR

« FACULTY RESIDENCY PROGRAM

« TEACHING AND LEARNING INSTITUTES
« JUNIOR FACULTY DEVELOPMENT FUND
« FIRSTBOOKINSTITUTE

* ARCHIVAL RESEARCH GRANT




FACULTY SEMINAR




THE FACULTY
SEMINAR
PROGRAM

The Faculty Seminar provides
UNCEF faculty at UNCF
member colleges and
universities with an
opportunity to enhance their
teaching and/or scholarship in
a domestic or international

setting.

International Seminar Sites:

e Goree Island, Dakar, Senegal (2002-2004)
e Accra and Kumasi, Ghana (2005-2007)

e Cape Town, South Africa (2008-2009)

e Salvador, Bahia (2011-2013)

¢ France (Nantes- 2015; Paris- 2016)

e Portugal and Spain (2018)

e Morocco (2027)

Domestic Seminar Sites:

e Atlanta, GA (2010,2017,2019,2022,2026)
e Albuguerque, NM (2014)

Virtual
e 2021




THE

2026 FACULTY SEMINAR

May 18-23, 2026
Atlanta, GA

Expanding the African Diasporic Narrative: Race, Gender, Culture and Power in the Arab World

Faculty Participant

Bratton, Lisa

Title

Associate Professor of History

Institution

Tuskegee University

Busdiecker, Sara

Associate Professor

Spelman College

Clement, Leslie Nicole

Honors Program Director/Associate Professor of English/Africana
Studies

Johnson C. Smith University

Davis, Sakinah A.

Associate Professor of Voice and Director of Opera Workshop

Xavier University of Louisiana

Duke, Eric D.

Associate Professor & Department Chair

Clark Atlanta University

Freeman, W. Miranda

Dean of Humanities/Associate Professor of English

Tougaloo College

Montgomery, Georgene Bess

Professor/Chair

Clark Atlanta University

Pierre, Nathalie Frédéric

Assistant Professor of African Diaspora History

Howard University

Rodriguez,Luz

Associate Professor English and Modern Languages

Clark Atlanta University

Beauboeuf-Lafontant, Tamara

Louise R. Noun 29 Chair in Gender, Women's, and Sexuality
Studies

Grinnell College

Lavan, Makeba

Associate Professor of English and African Diaspora Studies

Grinnell College

Scott, Kesho

Associate Professor of American Studies and Sociology

Grinnell College
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FACULTY RESIDENCY




THE FACULTY RESIDENCY PROGRAM

The Faculty Residency Program provides an opportunity for selected UNCF

faculty members to take up to a semester away from their home institutions to
complete or begin a scholarly project.

e Domestic Summer Faculty Residency:
Up to $10,000.00 per award

® The International Summer Faculty Residency:
Up to $18,000.00 per award

e Semester Faculty Residency Award:
Up to $40,000.00 per award
Housing Allowance: Up to $6,500. 00

Faculty completing a semester residency away from the city of their home institution may request a
housing allowance, not to exceed $6,500.00, to support housing costs in the residency location.




NEW PARTNERSHIP

The Programs Office has recently established a
artnership with the Edmund W. Gordon Institute
or Advanced Study at Teachers College, Columbia
University.

The Edmund W. Gordon Institute for Advanced
Study at Teachers College, Columbia University (The
"Gordon Institute”) has used critical methodologies
and innovative research techniques, as well as
interdisciplinary approaches linking education,
sociology, history, technology, and critical theory, to
produce cutting-edge, tield-shaping, equity-focused
scholarship aimed at dismantling power and
structural oppressions.

The Gordon Institute will reserve up to two Faculty
Residency Fellowships per vyear to support
UNCF/Mellon Programs faculty. Selected candidates
will be appointed as Visiting Scholars.

g/

Edmund W. Gordon Institute
for Advanced Study

Teachers College, Columbia University




PARTNERSHIPS AND FACULTY RESIDENCY SITES

{ The American Council for Learned Societies

Duke University's Center for the Study of Race, Ethnicity and Gender
in the Social Sciences

The Edmund W. Gordon Institute for Advanced Study at Teachers
College, Columbia University (The “Gordon Institute”)

Emory University’s James Weldon Johnson Institute for Advanced
Interdisciplinary Study

A | A4 | A | A

The National Humanities Center




PARTNERSHIPS AND FACULTY RESIDENCY SITES

W. E. B. DuBois Research Institute at the Hutchins Center, Harvard
University

{ The Africa Institute, Global Studies University (GSU), Sharjah, UAE

( The University of Chicago (through three of their institutional
centers):

e The Center for the Study of Race, Politics and Culture
e The Pozen Center for Human Rights
e The Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality

E The University of the Western Cape in South Africa

{ The Steve Biko Institute in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil




THE

AWARD RECIPIENTS

Name

Clark, Tanya

Koretsky, Deanna

Muhammad, Nafeesa

Myrick-Harris White,

Clarissa

Rosario-Ortiz, Felix

Shepard, Cassandra

Sosa-Cabanas, Alberto

Zebadua-Yanez,
Veronica

Title

Assistant Professor

Associate Professor

Assistant Professor of
History

Professor of Africana
Studies

Assistant Professor of
Spanish and Global
Hispanophone Studies
Assistant Professor of
African American and
Diaspora Studies
Assistant Professor of
Spanish

Assistant Professor of
Comparative Women's
Studies

Institution

Morehouse College

Spelman College

Spelman College

Morehouse College

Spelman College

Xavier University of

Louisiana

Hampton University

Spelman College

Timeframe

Fall 2026

Spring 2027

Spring 2027

Fall 2026

Fall 2026

Summer

2026

Fall 2026

Spring 2027

2026 FACULTY RESIDENCY PROGRAM

Site

James Weldon Johnson Institute for the
Study of Race and Difference at Emory
University

James Weldon Johnson Institute for the
Study of Race and Difference at Emory
University

James Weldon Johnson Institute for the
Study of Race and Difference at Emory
University

James Weldon Johnson Institute for the
Study of Race and Difference at Emory
University

James Weldon Johnson Institute for the
Study of Race and Difference at Emory
University

University of the Western Cape

Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture

University of Chicago’s Center for the Study
of Gender and Sexuality




TEACHING AND
LEARNING INSTITUTES




THE TEACHING AND LEARNING INSTITUTES

Teaching and Learning Institutes create opportunities for
UNCEF faculty to come together through workshops,

seminars and/or mini conferences to share strategies,

scholarship and best practices that help to strengthen the
teaching and learning environment.

e Grants will be determined on a case-by-case basis with the maximum award
of $30,000




JUNIOR FACULTY
DEVELOPMENT FUND




JUNIOR FACULTY DEVELOPMENT FUND

e Preference is given to MMUF or UNCF newly minted Ph.D.s who have chosen to teach within
the UNCF consortium of institutions

e Up to $5,000 will be awarded




THE 2026 JUNIOR FACULTY DEVELOPMENT

AWARD

Name

Boada, Richard

Brown-Johnson,
Laurinda

Allen, Gertrude

Griffith, Dylan

Kim, Nami

Knadler, Stephen
Mascarenhas, Daniella
McGee, Zina Theres
Oliver, Laura

Porter, Catherine

Richardson, Chatee

RECIPIENTS

Title Institution

Assistant Professor of English Lane College
English Program Coordinator/
University Writing Center Director
Associate Professor of Philosophy Spelman College
and Chair

Assistant Professor of Music

Dillard University

Lane College

Professor of Religious Studies Spelman College

Professor of English/Literature,
Media, and Writing

Assistant Professor of Political Xavier University of
Science Louisiana

Endowed University Professor of Hampton University
Sociology

Assistant Professor and Director of Xavier University of
Performance Studies Louisiana

Assistant Professor Hampton University

Spelman College

Assistant Professor (Education
Department)

Spelman College

Purpose

Complete a research, composition, and writing project-
a collaboration with Dylan Griffith

Course Release (Fall 2026)-Conduct sustained archival
research for a publishable scholarly article

Professional editing services for her monograph

Complete a research, composition, and writing project-
a collaboration with Richard Boada
Professional editing services for book

Course Release (Fall 2026) - Work on the revisions of a
manuscript
Conduct archival and ethnographic research

Support data collection, analysis, and dissemination
activities

Travel to South Africa and the commission original
artwork for her manuscript

Course Release (Fall 2026): Support research for two

Support compensation for student research assistants
to assist with a dynamic and multilayered research
project




FIRST BOOK INSTITUTE




THE FIRST BOOK INSTITUTE

The UNCF/Mellon First Book Institute seeks to help tenure and tenure-track
faculty at UNCF and Mellon-affiliated institutions prepare a proposal, secure a
book contract, and publish their first book.

Preference is given to faculty teaching at UNCF/Mellon institutions. While peer-
reviewed articles are a key part of knowledge dissemination, monographs allow
scholars to immerse themselves in a theoretical or conceptual framework,
develop a theme over the course of a book-length study, and contribute to the
scholarly literature for learners to reference over time.

This institute considers the unique needs of HBCU faculty to demystify the path
from concept to completed project.




2026 FIRST BOOK INSTITUTE PARTICIPANTS-
FACULTY PARTICIPANTS

Name Title Institution Capacity

Brown, Sonia Mae Associate Professor of English Philander Smith University Faculty Participant

Jones, Tiffany Assistant Professor of Anthropology ~ Spelman College Faculty Participant

Lunsford, Lindsey Assistant Professor for Food Systems,  Tuskegee University Faculty Participant
Education, and Policy

St. Julien, Danielle Assistant Professor of History Xavier University of Louisiana  Faculty Participant

White, Linda Associate Professor of English LeMoyne-Owen College Faculty Participant

Williams, Cocoa Assistant Professor of Literature, Media Spelman College Faculty Participant
and Writing

Williams, Doretha Director, Center for the Digitization and National Museum of African  Faculty Participant
Curation of African American History ~ American History and Culture

Zebadula-Yanez, Assistant Professor of Comparative Spelman College Faculty Participant

Verdnica Women's Studies




2026 FIRST BOOK INSTITUTE PARTICIPANTS-
FACULTY MENTORS

Belle, Kathryn Founder & Owner La Belle Vie Academy (LBVA)  Faculty Mentor
Blake, Felice Associate Professor University of California, Santa  Faculty Mentor
Barbara

Byrd, Brandon Associate Professor of African AmericanVanderbilt University Faculty Mentor
& Diaspora Studies and History

Drabinski, John Professor, Department of African University of Maryland Faculty Mentor
American and Africana Studies

Ford, James Professor, English and Black Studies ~ Occidental College Faculty Mentor

McKinney, Charles  Professor of History Rhodes College Faculty Mentor

Parker, Kendra Associate Professor of African American Georgia Southern University  Faculty Mentor
Literature

White, Monica Distinguished Chair of Integrated University of Wisconsin- Faculty Mentor
Environmental Studies: Associate Madison

Professor of Environmental Justice




ARCHIVAL RESEARCH
PROJECT




ARCHIVAL RESEARCH PROJECT




2026 ARCHIVAL RESEARCH AWARD
RECIPIENTS

Name

Gipson-Marion, Sheronda

McGee, Zina

Institution

Rust College

Hampton University

Title

Instructor of English

Endowed University
Professor of Sociology

Archives

Marshall County Library and the Marshall
County Courthouse, Mississippi Department of
Archives and History (MDAH) in Jackson, MS,
Woodruff Library at the Atlanta University
Center

Hampton University Peabody Collection




OUTCOMES




2020-2026 FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT
OUTCOMES

Art Catalogue/Exhibition
Articles 23

Book Manuscripts
Book Proposals
Books

Books in Progress

Chapters

Cluster Publications 1
Curricular/ Course... 12
Digital Archive
Digital Exhibition

—_— )

Digital Folio

Enhanced Knowledge

Essays
Ethnographic Data Collection
Film (Rough Cut)

Lesson Plan

—_— ) )

Monographs
New Courses 8

New Programs

I_\
N

Poems

Research for Monograph

OI
—




PUBLICATIONS




A SAMPLE OF PUBLICATIONS- UNCF/MELLON
PH.D.S AND FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

STHETRADITION

& N )~
g Y
LA SYRENA

The Practice of
itizenship
BLACK "OL‘_T'C" AND P 4NT Cy

IN THE EARLY UNITED STATES

DERRICK R. SPIRES

ecret
pasia Cruvellier

Wl

the Life and Trials
of a Free Woman of Color
in Antebellum Georgia

Janice L. Sumler-Edmond

FIGHTING == OUR

i ':~I||IH-|'-. il

L. ¥, s




A SAMPLE OF PUBLICATIONS- UNCF/MELLON
PH.D.S AND FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Second Line Home HIA'}F
'  SHADOW

New Orleans Poems
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VINCENT D. WILLIS

mona lisa saloy
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MICHAEL RALPH

B FoRENSICS | “black
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chronicles
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poems




A SAMPLE OF PUBLICATIONS- UNCF/MELLON
PH.D.S AND FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

THINKING
THROUGH
CRISIS

GEDGRAPHIES
i AFRICAN
AMERICAN

SHORT
FICTION

[hourgeois

ARCTTI  Candice M. Jenking

Politics and Class in the
Making of Modern Atlanta

MAURICE J. HOBSON




A SAMPLE OF PUBLICATIONS- UNCF/MELLON
PH.D.S AND FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
RLACK WOMEN,

CITIZENSHIP
AND THE

THAN A MAKING OF
b e iy MODERN (UBA

RACIAL VIDLENCE A0 CITLZENSHIP 5,
TAKKARA K. BRUNSON

DREAMING

THE
PRESENT

TIME,
AESTHETICS,
THE HATT LA N-00 MINICAN BORDERLANDS

[RVIN J. HUNT

RECOVERING from RACISM

EARLY CHRISTIANITY AND ITS LITERATURE
A Guidebook for Heirming Converg
—

Interpreting 2 Peter through

=" BARBARIC
By Lk _r«m&w? Middina

GULTURE

Flogien, sl 2

AND BLACK
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CRITIQUE

FAN M. WHEELOCK

African American Women's
Moral Writings

Stephany Rose, Ph.D.
Author of

Shively T. J. Smith

Abolishing White Masculinity from Mark Twain to Hiphop




A SAMPLE OF PUBLICATIONS- UNCF/MELLON

PH.D.S AND FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

GRACE SANDERS JOHNSON

White
Gloves,
Black

SCHOOL MATTERS

Why African American Mmk-u.h Need
Multiple Forms of Capita.

ye "‘a‘“}“"‘ for all Queer and Femme Gazes
‘ in AfroAsian American
Visual Culture

Ediited by
Rebecca Kumar
-~ Seulghee Lee

By Chelsea Johnson, LaToya Council, and Carolyn Choi
m st

Fareword by D, Kimbarlé Cranshaw

palgrave
POLITICAL WAYFARING in HAITI macmillan

Prophet of

Discontent
Martin Luther King Jr. and the C H A R I S M A

Critique of Racial Capitalism

Andrew ). Douglas &
Jared A, Loggins




A SAMPLE OF PUBLICATIONS- UNCF/MELLON
PH.D.S AND FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
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BLACK FOR A DAY




A SAMPLE OF PUBLICATIONS- UNCF/MELLON
PH.D.S AND FACULTY CAREER ENHANCEMENT

-

private lives, proper relations

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
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STATISTICS




TRACKING REPORT STATISTICS

Doctor of Philosophy Earned 178

Doctor of Philosophy in Progress - 49
Doctor of Education Earned l Q

Doctor of Musical Arts Earned | 1

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200




PROGRAMS’> PARTICIPATION STATISTICS

Teaching &
Learning
Institutes, Undergradgate
737 Fellowship

803

First Book /
Institute, 32
Faculty

Doctoral, '
88 Facult Faculty Faculty Archival
g Seminar, Research
Residency, Development, 173 :
109 52 Project, 3
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